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Can one change one's ethnicity? Can an entire ethnic group change its ethnicity? This book focuses

on the strategic manipulation of ethnic identity by the Mukogodo of Kenya. Until the 1920s and

1930s, the Mukogodo were Cushitic-speaking foragers (hunters, gatherers, and beekeepers).

However, changes brought on by British colonial policies led them to move away from life as

independent foragers and into the orbit of the high-status Maasai, whom they began to emulate.

Today, the Mukogodo form the bottom rung of a regional socioeconomic ladder of Maa-speaking

pastoralists. An interesting by-product of this sudden ethnic change has been to give Mukogodo

women, who tend to marry up the ladder, better marital and reproductive prospects than Mukogodo

men. Mukogodo parents have responded with an unusual pattern of favoring daughters over sons,

though they emulate the Maasai by verbally expressing a preference for sons.
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Lee Cronk excels in weaving together the history of the Mukogodo with sound (biological)

evolutionary theory. This combination make for an exceedingly rich account of the salience of our

evolutionary heritage without falling pray to simple, "just-so-stories". Through his understanding of

Mukogodo history and particularly the complexities of the colonial influences, Cronk is able to

elucidate not only current/recent behavior patterns, but the likely roots of these patterns. His

examples allow us to understand the complex dynamic roles of cultural traits and how they

sometimes work antagonistically and non-intuitively.I recommend it as an introductory text in



undergraduate and graduate anthropology classes as well as for a compelling case study for

scholars of anthropology, evolutionary biology, psychology, economics and other fields interested in

human behavior. It is well written and easy to follow. It does a good job of explaining basic empirical

field methods and the nature of fieldwork.Some caveats though. Cronk is muddled in his discussion

of the adaptive nature of female-biased childhood sex ratio and genetics underlying behavioral

traits.1. Adaptive nature of female-biased sex ratio (pg 124). Cronk is correct that the female-biased

sex ratio is not an individual feature, but one of the group. The more accurate question is whether

the female-biased CARE is adaptive. The group selection argument is a red-herring (although

group-selection should not be dismissed offhand in the way Cronk dismisses it - see work of David

Sloan Wilson).Now, is female-biased CARE adaptive? Cronk has been building up to this case for

most of the book, and then reaches the wrong conclusion.
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